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BENGALI. 


Bhérat Shramajivi”” . 

‘‘ Bharat Shramajivi’’... Baréhan 000 

‘‘ Rajshahye Sambad”’ _.., Réjshéhye — 

“ Gramvarté Prakashika” Comercolly 

i. . ~ Bhavanipore 

Y id” ose Calcutta 
Bi-monthly. : 


* Calné Prakésh”’ is Céln& ve aoe 
‘¢‘ Hindu Lalané”’ is Naw&bgunge, Barrack-| _...... 


pore. | 
‘‘ Sahayogi”’ ' Bhavanipore, Calcutta 
Weekly. 
‘* Banga Hitaishi” 
‘** Bharat Mihir” | : h 12th December 1878. 
*‘ Bhérat Sanskérak”’ nnsees 
** Bengal Advertiser” | i. dstidie 
‘‘ Bishva Dat” Téliganj, Calcutta sake 
‘ Bardwan Prachariké” Bardwan le 165° 
‘* Bardwan Sanjivani”’ Ditto iene Te 
“Dacca Prakash” 400 | 16th 
‘¢‘ Education Gazette” _... ae 1,168 | 13th 
‘“ Gramvarté Prakfshiké”’ ee 200 | 14th 
‘¢ Hindu Hitaishini”’ a. 800 | 14th 
‘‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ ae 200 | 1lth 
‘¢ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” h jacuee 5 1 oo 
‘* Pratikér”’ i 235 | 13th 
‘* Rangpore Dik Prakash”’ 250 
‘‘ Sadharani” ° | 8 616 | 16th 
"= Sahachara”’ eeesnee 16th 
‘¢ Sambad Bhaskar” siaeis 
‘‘ Sanjivani’’ cases 1 
‘¢ Sulabha Samachar” 5,500 | 14th 
‘Soma Prakash” Bhavanfpore 700 | 16th 

| Bi-weekly. | 

‘‘ Banga Mitra” ‘as Calcutta 
: Tri-weekly. 


‘¢Samacharé Sudhabarshana” Calcutta 17th 


Daily. | 
ere. am 13th to 19th December 1878. 


‘‘ Samachar Chandriké” 14th to 18th December 1878. 
‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ 
66 Arya Mihir’’ eee 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
- ree 
‘¢ Howrah Hi x | | 
“ Murshidabéd Patrik”... ie 6th December 1878. 
‘‘ Barisél Vartabaha” 300 


ENGLISH aND URpvw. 

“Urdu Guide” ave | 14th _. ditto. 
Urvv. | 

Bi-monthly. : 

He Akhbar-ul-Akhiar” eee ' ahh 3 at 


Hrnpr. 

Weekly. 
‘¢ Behar Bandhu”’ re ; 609 
<c Bharat Mitra 99 a : eseege 

PERSIAN. . 
“ Jam-Jahaén-numi” _... 250 
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Bearat Mrurz, 
December 12th, 1878. 


Buarat Mrurr. 


Buoarat Miure. 


( 2 ) 
The Bharat Mihir, after briefly sketching the history of Russian progress 
says: Conquering kingdom after kingdom. 
: Russia has advanced up to the Hindu Koos}. 
and has almost touched the boundaries of Afghanistan, the ruler of which now 
lies in the dangerous predicament of having his country liable to be overrun 
by one of the two Powers on either side of it. The Amir’s fate is sealed, 
whichever side he may take. Again, the English Empire in India has gradually 
extended to the Himalayas. This has led to ill-feeling between the two 
Powers, which will, like Vesuvius, sooner or later burst forth into a great flame. 
Russia too has already had a severe blow from England in the Crimea, 
which she~-has not forgotten. The victorious progress of England in the 
present Cdbul war will end in the exile of the Amer and the extension of 
the British Empire ; and thus will be sown the seeds of evil for the future of 
the British Government. Some of the Russian papers assert that Russia and 
Cadbul will remain silent till England appropriates some portion of Afghanis. 
tdén, when Russia will seize upon Merv and other places. Be that asit may, 
Catul is on the horns of a dilemma. The Russia which is now considered a 
friend will be ready at the very first opportunity to pierce the breast with the 
deadly javelin. European policy is based on self-interest. Turkey, when 
it fell, was pounced upon by vultures who erewhile were silent spectators 
of the combat. We are thick-headed Bengalis and cannot fathom the 
intricacies of European politics. The sparks of might and power, wherever 
they fall, kindle a flame, as they have already done in middle Asia. It is 
time for China, Thibet and Persta to be on their guard. Though no pro- 
phets, we can venture to predict that this part of the earth will be flooded 
by the tide of Western power. 
2. Notwithstanding the triumphal progress of Generals Browne and 
, | Roberts, the Bhdrat Mihir observes that the 
no ierein does the guilt of the Amir Amép’s troops, though less than 3,000 in 
number, have been fighting like heroes. 
The Amir has not brought this war on himself, for he did not dare 
challenge the matchless power of the British. Russia then is the real 
cause of the present war, and she should have been first sought out for punish- 
ment. Who can call Russia to account for her conduct towards the Amér, and 
for inducing him to give up the friendship of the English ? We wait to 
see the result of the 4mér’s last reply. England surely does not wish to 


Russian advances in Asia. 


establish slavery all over the earth. She ought to allow the independence 


of the Amir to remain intact. The possession of Afghanistan will be dan- 
gerous. Residents at Cabul, Candahar and Herat would serve all the pur- 
poses of the English. If the Amir consents to this, where then is the 
necessity for further waste of blood? ‘The Amr has been led into his 
present trouble by the treachery of Russia. May future history not be obliged 
to depict England and Russia as establishing slavery, instead of independence, 
throughout Asia. | 

8. The Bhdrat Mihir has the following :—Benjamin, the counsellor 


a ae of our Empress, will not let her rest, as witness 
Quen to Leal loa Hons of the the telegram congratulating Lord Lytton on 
the fall of Ali Musjid, &c. There is no harmo 
the Queen coming prominently before the public, but the telegram might have 
been delayed a few days, for the English troops have not yet returned after 
enthroning some new Mir Jdfir in the room of Shere Als, and conquering 
Candahar, Cabul and Herat ; nor has the fierce winter of Cdbul yet passe 
away. The English have not yet really encountered the not easily conquere 
Afghan army. These repeated untimely congratulations do not look well. 
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4. Referring to the Queen’s speech and that part of the Secretary of "xvcartor Guserzs, , ae 


December 16th, 1878, | 


au State’s announcement, in which he said there 

se Citar eae ‘axaliononaccount ould still be a surplus of 50 /akhe after pay- 

ment of the expenses of the Cdbul war, the 

Education Gazette observes that the people of India may not only not 

expect any fresh taxation during the ensuing year, but may hope to see 
the license tax withdrawn altogether. 


5. Russia, by observing neutrality now, remarks the Samdchara 
: Chandrika, will be able ultimately to accom- 
plish three purposes: First, if the Amir 
should be defeated, Russia will easily be 
able to annex a small portion of Afyhdnistdn. Secondly, England and Russia 
being natural enemies, will not sit as silent spectators, but will, 
under the guise and mark of friendship, interpose difficulties of one kind or 
another in the settlement of Cadbul affairs. Thirdly, if the main object of 
Russia be to seize India, then, whether at the conclusion of the war she 
be able to accomplish her object or not, it will be easy for her to make the 
attempt; fora lion, after the fatigue of hunting and capturing even an 
ordinary deer, feels afraid to encounter an elephant. 


6. Referring to the time and money spent in collecting an army 
Proposal to reduce the fendatory Of 29,000 men for the dAfyhdn campaign, 
Princes to the status of zamindars. the Sangbdd Purnochandrodaya remarks that 
the proposal of some Englishmen to do away with the armies of the native 
feudatories, and reduce the Princes themselves to the status of zamindars, 
would necessitate an addition of one Jakh of troops to protect India. The 
Princes are aiding in the present war with men, money, and arms, and 
bearing every expense themselves, and they have even placed themselves and 
their treasuries at the disposal of Government. It is to be regretted that, 
notwithstanding this, Europeans in India do not look with favour on the 
natives. Let the present gratitude and sympathy of the Native Princes 
towards Government be remembered. It is not right at such a time that 
evil-disposed persons should irritate these feudatories. 


7. The Sddhdrant notices the favourable reports of the progress of 
the war, and of the British advance towards 
Cébul, even in this very cold season. In 
the affair at Peswar the Afghdns showed some pluck. The final victory 
of the British troops is, however, assured, and the Queen did quite 
right in forwarding the recent congratulatory telegram. Of one thing 
we are very glad, and that is, our native army has fought bravely and 
loyally for the English. All this has changed the mind of the Amir, who, 
we believed from the very first, was disinclined to fight, for he has been 
unprepared. Held between Russia and England, he is in an awkward dilemma, 
Hopeless of material aid from Russia, he has written a letter to the Viceroy 
dated the 19th November. We trust Government will accept it, and end 
the war and save enormous expense, especially as it is India that is 
threatened with the burden of the war expenditure. England might be 
satisfied with the control or guardianship of Afghdnisidn. The Amir may 
also not be coerced into allowing Residents at Herat, Candahar, and 
Cébul to watch Central Asian affairs. The Czar has kept aloof from all 
interference in Afghdnistdn; then what hope has the dmir? He must be a 
fool if he thinks he can oppose the British, Better for him at once to enter 
into-treaty with our Government. 


8. The Sahachara informs its readers that the British Indian Assoaia- 
tion have despatched a telegram to the London 
Committee, composed of Messrs. Gladstone 


The probable reasons for Russia's 
neutrality in the present Cdbul war. 


Progress of the Afghan war. 


The Cébul war and its cost. 
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and Forsyth, Lords Lawrence and Northbrook, and others, anent the cdntem- 
plated saddling of war costs on India in its present famished condition, with an 
empty exchequer. It was when the Indian Government succeeded in persnad- 
ing England that the Afghdn war was a necessity, that the latter agreed ¢, 
bear a portion of the expense. Now that the war has turned out to hie 
unnecessary, the Cabinet. has resolved to throw the entire cost on India 
It bas: been shown that the Russian invasion was but a scare, and-that it 
was not really believed in. Where then is India’s fault, or what profit is she 
to derive from the war, that the cost of it is to be borne by her? The 
annexation of rocky Afghdnistién may be a dire necessity, as asserted by 
Lord Salisbury ; but clearly it will yield no profit. People wish to: know 
why it should be occupied. The fact is that England is not afraid of any 
Russian invasion: what she really wishes is to get as near as possible to 
Russia in Central Asia. Who then ought to defray the expenses of the 
war? England or India? Has Lord Lytton’s advent to this country. been 
with a view toruinitP ‘ ice 
9. On the publication of the correspondence which has passed between 
Afghénistén and the British Govern. the Government of India and the Amfr, the 
ment. hitherto hidden policy, says the Sahachara, 
of our rulers has been disclosed. From this our readers will be able to see, 
that Lord Lytton’s treatment of the Amér was outwardly one thing, but 
secretly quite another. The so-called friendly mission to Cabul was proposed 
with a view to deprive the .dmtr of his independence. He knew what the 
honeyed words of the Viceroy’s letter implied, and could not venture to 
teceive the Embassy. We would ask the truth and sincerity-loving English 
whether such a mission, which contemplated the absorption of a portion of the 
Amiér’s territory and his reduction to the position of a tributary of our 
Government, could be called one of friendship? Sir Neville Chamberlain’s 
conduct in trying to get the Afridis to accompany him through the Pass, was 
nothing more than bribing the paid servants of the Amir. The end of it 
was that the contemptible jackal of an Amér insulted the British Lion, and 
was therefore to be considered an enemy. We ask—Where does the fault 
rest? Lord Lytton’s scheme miscarried through the wisdom of the 
uncivilized Amir. England, if it but knew all, would not approve of the 
treacherous policy of Lord Lytton; who, in order to carry out a purpose of 
his own, has in a manner deceived the Amér, the old-standing friend of the 
English. Having secured truth-devoted England in his net of deceit, he has 
found a convenient opportunity for carrying out his own wishes. <Afghdntsian, 
as a rocky country, will be useless to the English. Overtaxed India will have 
to pay the cost of the war, notwithstanding the efforts of Messes. Gladstone 
and Fawcett to the contrary. We appeal to the Sovereign of truth-loving 
Englishmen to read the letter of the Viceroy, and see how that love of truth 
is marred. You uncivilized Muhammadans, peruse the letter, and see how 
the Amir has taken his stand altogether upon the truth. Livery true 
Englishman will, we doubt not, on seeing this affair clearly, hang down 
his head with shame. We are Bengalis and have many faults, yet we would 
be ashamed of such a double-handed transaction. We have often found 
fault with the Amir and predicted his fall, but we now see he is being 
mnocently murdered. Lord Lytton and his master, Lord Beaconsfield, 
are to blame for laying the trap into which the Amir has fallen. Knowing 
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as we do that it is the intention of our Government to reduce the Amir to 
the condition of a tributary, we can understand all the doings of the Indian 
Government to that end. We may tell our readers that the English wish to 
make their North-Western Frontier absolutely secure, although it 1s already 
80, a8 Many wise politicians have asserted. or this purpose many. schemes 
have been set agoing, which have at last led to war, and to an entrance 
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into Afghdnistin. It is left to civilized nations to judge of the justice or 
otherwise of the present war, which must end in the Amér’s consenting 
to become a tributary of the British Government. - C 


10. The Som Prakésha, which had prided itself in haying familiarized = Pesmum, =” 
Policy of Government in the Osbul itself with European, but especially English, °™"T'® 1% 


war 


oi politics, fails to comprehend the policy of the 
Russians in the Russo-Turkish war and of the English in the present Cdbul 
war. The action of England in the former tallies with the part Russia 
is playing in the latter. Cdbul, like Turkey, has fallen under the fascination 
of Russia. It is not right to trust Europe despite its civilization and 
Christianity, so long as it wields sovereign power. AHsop’s old story of the 


wolf and lamb is reproduced in the case of Russia and the Amir. The latter 


did not act rightly in placing confidence in Russia. The only hope for the 


Amir is in humbling himself to the English, though we fear the latter 
are not in a frame of mind to be gracious to him, for they are bent on 
taking Cdbul. Humiliation and repentance, followed by forgiveness, do not 
form part of the policy of the present time. The English may overlook the 
Amir’s fault, but they will keep him under their power by placing Residents 
in his country, and make him submit to every condition that may be 
imposed on him. We had forgotten, however, to ask if the Amir has 
anything like a Cyprus to give the Russians in return for their kindness and 
friendship. It must be borne in mind that Russia is highly civilized and 
Christian, and will not fail to get some large tract of country from A/ghdutstan. 
The English have given various reasons to prove that they have been insulted 
by the Amr; but his reply of the 19th November is a very humble one, and 
betrays nothing of the insolence with which he has been credited 
the English. We ask our rulers to declare, without dissimulation, whether 
the location of a Resident does not involve loss of dependence in the 
case of our Native Princes here? Is the Amir such an idiot as not to 
know the history of Barodé and the Resident? The supplication and 
humility of the Amér’s letter ought to have broken the hardest heart. 
11. The Som Prakdsha says that the Indian and English Govern- 
ies sean ot ts Mtl on ments have combined to throw the burden of 
the war expenses on India. ‘This proceeding 
is in keeping with the cause of the war itself. Like the dhobse’s ass, India, 
it seems, can bear any burden. An innocent independent ruler is to lose 
his independence because of Russia’s intention to mvade India. Russia 
is the culprit, but the Amir must be the sufferer. England will not 
stay the war till she has taken firm hold of Cabul and become supreme 
there, as the State Secretary has said. We have nothing to say as fo the 
position the 4mér may eventually assume, thongh we are grieved to see an 
innocent person punished. This war is intended to subserve English interests, 
and, such being the case, it grieves us to think that India must. bear the cost. 
Our rulers, by means of their wand, can at one moment exhibit India as 
rich, and the next as poor. Lord Mayo showed a deficit and imposed 
the income tax. Lord Northbrook found a surplus and removed the tax. 
Praised be the fiscal administration and the poliey of our rulers! ‘The very 
Disraeli who now occupies the first place in England, and fascinates the 
English, representing India_as affluent, stated in 1878-74 that England 
was rich, and ought, out of her vast surplus, to aid the famine-stricken 
population of almost insolvent India, thus giving proof of her munificence 
and charity. Has India in the short space of four years become so prosperous 
as to be able easily to pay for the Cabul war? Is it false to assert that 
India’s debt will gradually increase till it is 2,34,00,00,000? Will then 
that India, which has so vast a load of debt on her head, and whose very 
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* CHANDRODAYA, 
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December 6th, 1878. 


Hixvv Rayngixa, 
December 11th, 1878. 


Hinwpvu Raysixa. 


December 17th, 1878. 


Ce 7 
entrails are ‘being wrenched out to pay the interest only, be able with q 
smile to discharge the cost of the Afghan war ? 

12. The Sangbdd Pérnochandrodaya says, that the English papers 

Prohibition against sending war began to shriek and hurl abuse at the Russians 
news. | when their Commander-in-Chief prevented 
correspondents from sending war news. The transmission of war news 
from the frontier has been now prohibited by our Government, No one ig 
bold enough to complain or object. To dare to write against this proceed. 
ing would perhaps bring down another Act upon us. 

18. The Murshiddbdd Patriké gives publicity toa rumour to the 
effect, that ‘‘ correct intelligence of the Cgbyj 
war is not published, and that portion which 
does appear is not true.” On this the writer remarks that, if there be any 
truth in this. rumour, it is not good for the Government to keep the news 
a secret; let this mistake be at once mended. Flattery was no doubt much 
liked by our Muhammadan rulers, and now it seems that the powerful, wise, 
and intelligent English in India are amenable to it. They do not mind to 
have their faults exposed in their own country, but they are averse to having 
them brought to light in India. This is what led to the passing of Act IX, 
and to the consequent suppression of the truth by the Native Press, The 
vernacular papers may perhaps give an account of a murder by a European, 
but they will take care to sweeten the concluding part of the article. Act IX 
has made panegyrists of our Editors. We are surprised that our English 
Government does not understand that the country where an Act like Act 
IX is in force, and where flattery prevails, cannot be administered well. No 
one can tell where there may not be a smouldering fire. 


Suppression of war news. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


14. Bengal, says the Hindu Ranjikd, has yielded the largest 

ag een stamp revenue in oe India os the past 

® is love of litigation, as official year, and no doubt rulers are rejoiced 
ee to see their treasury thus filled. It, ae 
depresses our spirits, because this love of litigation betokens gradual ruin to 
our country. Many think this is a sign of advancing civilization: if this 
conclusion be correct, we would prefer to be the perpetual slaves of barbarians. 
It seems that the present generation have forsaken their ancient laws, and 
dropped the customs, &c. of their forefathers, to run after and follow English 
civilization in every shape, even to the matter of attire. Our forefathers 
were, however, more honest in their transactions, and did not despoil the poor 
and the unprotected by such fraudulent litigation as that carried on in the 
present day, or by perjury and subornation of perjury in courts of justice, 
they passing off as good and upright men so long as they were not detected. 
15. Mr. Allan, the District Judge, has given out, says the Hindu 
Ranjikd, that Pabnd will shortly be made 
into a district where the chief magisterial and 
judicial officers will be located. This arrangement will be very convenient, 
so far as travelling and expense go, for the residents of the towns of Pabna, 
Shahzddpore, Serdjganj, and Bagurd, who formerly had to go to Rampore 
Beauleah for their cases. The Rdjshdhye district will no doubt become 
smaller, and the number of cases instituted there, most of which come from 
the above places, will be very small, and it will not be able to meet its 
own expenses and must dwindle down into an unimportant district. Our 
Lieutenant-Governor ought to try and preserve its former greatness by 
taking away Maldah from Dindgepore and placing it under Rajshahye. 
This would be a convenience to the residents of Maldah in the conduct 


Pabna as a separate district. 
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of their cases. Dindgepore is a very largeé district ‘and will not feel the loss 
of Maldah. 
16. The Bhdrat Mihir acknowledges the concession made, after such 
Concession to the Native Pressby ®% long time, to the Native Press by the 
the Government of India. Sir Ashley Government of India, at the instance of tue 
re ses Press Commissioner. Would it not be as 
well, remarks the writer, if the Bengal Government followed the good 
example? But who is there that, like Mr. Lethbridge, would advise 
Sir Ashley Eden in the matter? Mr. Eden cannot of his own motion 
act generously towards the Native Press. Wedo not know how his mind 
came to be poisoned against our Press. 
17. The Murshidabdd Pratinidht expresses its approbation of Sir 
: Ashley Eden’s order to plant fruit-trees by 
eo ntins OF frnit-trees by theroad- the wayside, from the sale of whose fruit 
the cost of keeping the roads may be defrayed. 
If this be the case, remarks the writer, then why not take off the road-cess ? 
There is no doubt that, not only will such trees shelter the wearied traveller 
during his short repose under the shade, but the sale of the fruit will yield 
an income which, as our Lieutenant-Governor says, might go towards 
defraying the expenses connected with the road. But trees like the Ficus 
Indica or Teak will not answer this purpose. The great Mr. Eden has 
shown much wisdom in passing such an order, the results of which he 


hopes to see regulary set out in the Annual Report. We trust this scheme of 


his will not vanish into thin air. | ) 

18. The Hindu Httashint calls upon the superior police officials 
to look more carefully after constables of the 
Dacca Police, who are a negligent lot, and 
unless punished will not mend. The inspectors and sub-inspectors are 
almost all of them good and able men, but not so the head-constables and 
constables, the majority of whom are bad. We like to see active and 
expert policemen. Babu Rajkumar, head-constable of the outpost at 
Narasinghadt, may be held up as an instance of a good policeman. The 
barkandazes of the old police system were better men than the present 
constables, amongst whom many bad characters: are to be found. The 
higher officers of police are often obstructed in their work by the stupidity 
of the lower grade of policemen. _ 

19. The Urdu Guide says that it has all along been opposed to an 
elective municipal system for the town, even 
when the draft Bill was published and under 
consideration of the legislature.’ The evils 
this paper predicted as to people being unable to live in Calcutta or carry on 
their trade here, &c., have come to pass. We have now, as the result of 
the Bill passing into law, a set of inexperienced men, who went about from 
door to door collecting votes. Calcutta was not ripe for such a system, 
ignorant as most of its landholders are of the meaning and importance of a 
vote oran election. It is far different with the towns and cities of Hurope, 
whose peoples know how to select and elect their Municipal Commissioners. 
We have a very sharp, intelligent and quick-sighted Lieutenant-Governor 
now, so that there is some prospect: of our having yet a good Municipality for 
the town. It is difficult to get round him, for he is very quick of perception. 
His fitness for his office is shewn in the selections he hae made of members 
for his Legislative Council. Mr. J. O’Kinealy, m.a., Barrister-at-Law, who will 
shortly be elevated to the Viceroy’s Council ; Babu Kristodds Pal, who has been 
re-appointed and two able Muhammadans. Apart from this, he has appointed 
the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Amir Ali, Barrister-at-Law, as Magistrate of Police 


The subordinate police of Dacca. 


The elective municipal system in 
Calcutta and its results. 


Brasat Mrurz,- 
December 12th, 1878. 
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Dacca PraxasH, 
December 15th, 1878. 


Ce 9 
in preference to Mali Abdul Latif, who could not tackle an English Barrister, 
who has held only a junior scholarship certificatv, and who knows. no of 
Arabic. ‘The Editor, in concluding his article, makes several extracts from the 
Resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor, exposing the faults and failings of 
the Municipal Commissioners, as shewn by their own Report. It may there. 
fore be inferred that if further search or examination were made, many more 
defects would appear. It is to be hoped that the present Chairman, 
Mr, Souttar, will look attentively into the affairs of the Municipality, ang 
make some new arrangements whereby all existing evils complained of may 
be wholly removed. . , 
20. The Dacca Prakdsia has heard complaints, that the License Tay 

a: theaiais We is being imposed on laborers and cvoljes 
(porters), as also on all classes of traders, with- 

out distinction. The Government has made a mistake in treating the ordi- 
nary petty trader in the same way as the big mdhajan or merchant, who 


-Garries on a flourishing export business in these times of famine 


Dacca PRraxass. 


Benak Banpuzv, 
December 18th, 1878, 


SaNGBAD 
PraBHAKABA, 


December 18th, 1878. 


It is unwise to place the assessment of incomes in the hands of ill-paid 
assessors, or village panchdyats composed of men of no good report. Great 
oppression has been the result. We pray that petty traders be exempted; 
also that other and better means than those now employed be adopted for 
making the assessments. Let the facilities for appeal be extended and 
made. less expensive. We agree with our contemporary, the Salabke 
Samdchdra, in its. recommendation that attestations and verifications on 
oath, as in the case of the income tax, should be adopted. , 
21. The Dacca Prakdsha upholds the action taken by Government in 
instituting enquiries as to counterfeit. coin, to 
which its attention was first drawn by the 
large quantity of spurious money collected at the Government treasuries of 
Mymensingh, Dacca and other districts. A late case of coiners in Mymes 
singh was brought to light by Babu Ramkumdr Ghosh of the Reserve Police, 
but was dismissed for want of sufficient evidence. It is rumoured m 
Dacca that certain podddrs {money-changers) have become rich in the 
course of a night. This is confirmed by the fact that Bhagavan Chandra 
Pdi Dé, a former sub-inspector of police, has arrested a person in the act 
of coining eight-anna pieces. Let Government put the Dacca officers 
and the police especially on the track. The writer cites a case occurring 
two months ago, in which a coiner was detected, convicted and sentenced 
to five years’ imprisonment at the instance of Bdbu Shydma Charan, 
a very efficient and energetic member of the Dacca Police Force. Our 
regret is that so able an officer still remains without promotion. To 
reward him will serve as an incentive to other police officers to imitate his 
good example. 
22. Patna, says the we puis, A ac toll in ee | an 
i. ae nglishman like Mr. Toynbee at such a time. 
ithe 4 ye hats 0 more than out- 
balance the oppression and tyranny of the assessors. People say that Patna 
never before had so just and upright a Magistrate as Mr. Toynbee. May 
God grant him long life and prosperity. 
23. The Sangbdd Prabhékara announces Sir Ashley Eden's ret 
The epidemic feverand Sir Ashley from the genial and mild breezes of Darjechag, 
Eden. | where his time has been spent in idleness. 
He has now begun to show signs of activity, for since his arrival he has 
attended the performance of Richizeu at the Corinthian Theatre, has been to 
Wilson’s Circus and president at a distribution of prizes, and is giving evening 
parties and launching thunderbolts at our city Municipality. These activities 


Counterfeit coin. 


‘ 


Ce) 
have served to tranquilize his mind. He, however, neglects one weighty-matter. 
He need not be disturbed by any of the questions which agitate the minds of 
the Viceroy and the Governors of Madras and Bombay. We are not going 
to speak of the Afghan war, or even of the distressed condition of the starving 
sixty millions of Bengalis, though these might well occupy his attention ; 
but we want to call his attention to the epidemic fever which is depopulating 
this province. There are over 500 deaths weekly in this city, where the 
mortality is always great, just before the setting in of the cold season. In 
the mafussal, deaths are not limited to seasons, but are constantly occurring 
in every village. It is to Calcutta therefore, that attention should be invited. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has written many resolutions without any result: 
one of these strictly enjoined local officials to look into the matter of fevers ; 
but nothing has been done. The Calcutta Gazette publishes accounts of 
deaths from the epidemic fever which is raging all over Bengal, but 
Mr. Eden is silent. One word of a Cabinet Minister disposed of a crore of 
rupees for the Afghan war, but there are no resources available for starvin 

and dying people.’ ‘We implore Mr. Eden to stay the nectar of his resolutions 
and provide medicine for the fever-stricken people. These commissions and 
resolutions of his do not contribute to our peace of mind: we want real help. 


EDUCATION. 


24. Ambikacharan Ghosh writing to the Som Prakdsha from Jhauddngd, 

ee ree in Vinodpur, under date the 25th Karitsk, 
padrincing civilization among the denies that the hundreds of graduates passing 
through the University are increasing the glory 

and honor of the Bengalis, and maintains that the new works of poetry and 
fiction, and the dramas issuing from the Press, are not improving Bengali 
literature, and that the country is not deriving any great good from female 
education. His reasons are, first, that modern Bengali works are based on 
English ideas, and a number of English words are introduced. This can well be 
evident from a comparison of the style of Bengali works with that of translations 
from the Sansérit. Our educated youth generally use English in conversa- 
tion, and when perchance they have to speak in their mother tongue, 99 out of 
100 words are English. All this would not have occurred had there been a 
greater taste for Sanskrita. Secondly, our women have no doubt learnt to read 
and write, to write books, devote themselves to their husbands, and appreciate 
conjugal affection. They have become independent, and, forsaking the kitchen, 
have learnt to travel. This independence has led them to read dramas 
and novels, and thus their taste has become vitiated. Thirdly, in religious 
matters, a new class of what we would call animals, has come into existence, 
for they are neither Hindus, Christians, nor Brdhmos. Fourthly, our educated 
young men are in the habit of referring to their fathers as if they were 
gardeners or common sarkdrs and are content in their letters to address 
them as “ my dear father.” These favoured children of the English goddess 
of learning contemn their wives because they do not gointo English society 
or know English. The writer thus sums up the progress made by the 
Bengali: He has learnt to read end write English and to play the piano as 
the English do. The English call us Babus. We use coats, hats, sticks, 
carriages drawn by two horses, lavender, pomatum, eau-de-cologne and 
other perfumes. At dinner we have excellent Exshaw, which entrances 
us with heavenly delight. The men who declare they are members of 
the Temperance Society call for groz twenty times a day. This then 1s 
our boasted advancement,—to copy the customs and habits of the English, to 
whom we are subject. When will the dawn of enlightenment be beheld in 


this land? God alone can answer this question. 


Som Praxasz, 


December 16th, 1878. — 
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omen, 85. The Sahkachara complains of the-bad management: shown in the 


| conduct of the University Entrance and First 
be recent Bntraucé and First Arts’ Arts Examinations this year. Ever since the 
| departure of Mr. Sutcliffe, who always 
conducted these things admirably, matters have been becoming worgs, 
Mr. Tawney is a very quiet man and was absent on sick leave, leaving 
Mr. Nash, a Professor, a novice in such matters, to preside at the examina- 
tions. Papers were given out irregularly as to. time. Mr. Nash acted 
wrongly altogether in dismissing from the hall, examinees who wished to go 
for a little while to obey calls of nature. , 
: 96. The Sahachara gratefully acknowledges the many improvements 
Recent promotions and improve. introduced into the Educational Service by 
ments in the Bengal Education Depart- Mr. Croft, but desires to note certain defects. 
— For instance, inferior officers have now been 
praded as far as Rs. 50, but those earning below that sum are left out ip 
the cold. The whole Department should be treated alike. Mr. Croft, as 
an Inspector, should have known the difficulty which teachers on Rs. 10 or 
15 have in supporting themselves. What sin have these poor men to expiate 
oh account of which they are treated in this way? This matter may yet 
be remedied. Next, in the matter of the Assistant Inspectors recently 


appointed, though we acknowledge them to be excellent men, we regret 
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to see men of longer standing and of good service, and therefore with 
better claims, passed over. For instance, Babu Charu Chandra Chatterji 
and Pandit Madhard Chandra Tarkasiddhanta, Deputy Inspectors of Bankura 
and Howrah respectively, have been overlocked, though they are men of 
long standing and of good service. We do not believe this is an inten- 
tional omission, nor do we think that Bhideva Kdbu, with his experience and 
knowledge, would have superseded Chdru Babu by Haramohan Babu: 
he must have made this mistake in the multiplicity of business. The former, 
who is higher and of longer service than the latter, may lose heart in his 
work by this oversight. This mistake may yet be remedied. Again, Babu 
Tdraknath Sen, Deputy Inspector of Fartdpore, who has for 20 years served 
with credit, has been disappointed in the Chittagong Assistant Inspectorship. 
We do not mean to disparage Kazlash Babu, nor do we disapprove of his 
promotion ; but the Director ought to re-consider this matter. In conclu- 
sion, we would draw Mr. Garrett’s attention to the way in which Sub- 
Inspector Babu Dwdrkdndth Banerjr has been hitherto neglected. There 
- not many men as worthy and able as heis. We wish justice to be 
one him. 


FAaMIne. 


27. Rice, dai (split peas), salt, oil, vegetables, fish, milk, and ghee 
Distress in the district of Murski- (Clarified butter) formed the staple food of 
débdd. Bengalis, remarks the Murshiddbdd Patrika, 
whilst the inferior kinds of pulse and dd were rigidly excluded from diet and 
were used only in shrddhs (mourning or funeral obsequies). This food, people 
are now but too glad to get, selling though it is at 5 and 6 seers per rupee. 
The better kinds of dai are scarcely to be had in the market. Small fish is 
procurable at very high prices, and is beyond the reach of the poor, who 
are becoming worn out from want of food. 
28. The Khadmdrgadché correspondent of the Som Prakdsha states 
Famine and sickness in Kidmér- that sickness is very prevalent in the place. 
geek. Scarcely a house has been left unvisited. 
What some persons had laid up for future famine and distress has been 
spent in medicines; others, who.have no means, throw themselves on the. 


¢ a) 


mercy of God. The paddy ctop has riot been a véry good one. Brinjals, | 


which used to sell at 80 for the pice, are ncw selling at one for the pice. 
Pulse of all kinds has risen one and ahalf times as high again as rice. 
The middle classes are suffering much. To these sufferings is now added 
the license tax, whilst the Cabul war costs are hanging over our heads and 
will fall one day and crush every one. This is not right on the part of 
England. It behoved the Government of India to relieve the distress of 
this country with open hands, and not to involve itself in war. 


29. <A correspondent writes to the Som Prakdsha from Ndgarpur, that 
the price of rice has fallen somewhat. That 
which sold at 9 and 10 seers before, can now 
be had at 12 and 13 seers. The condition of the rabbi: crop, consisting of 
peas, pulse and mustard, is not good Owing to the late cloudy weather, 
a kind of insect has appeared in the mustard. The recent floods injured 
the crop, and now the rad0: is perishing. 


Accounts from Vdgarpur. 


LOcatL. 


80. The Hindu Ranjikd in its local columns states that, owing to the 
Complaints about the slaughter. ‘0mation of a char in the river Padma, the 
huenie teeatel near Rdmpore Beauleah stream near Rampore Beauleah has become 
ae Feeee, a ' sluggish. The place isrendered unhealthy by 
the slaughter-houses located near the banks, where the bones and putrid flesh 
of slain cattle are thrown about. The dhobies, too, washing their clothes 
here, pollute the river water. The slaughter-houses should be removed to 
Kéddirganj on the north of Rémpore Beauleah, and dhobies should be sent 
to the eastern part of the town. 


31. The Sangbdéd Purnachandrodaya notices that the order prohibit- 
“Casting of dead bodies into the ing the throwing of dead bodies into the river 
river Burigangd. was intended to benefit the people, but that it 
does not seem to be acted on, as dead bodies are occasionally seen floating 
down the Burivangd. Itis said that all corpses are taken to the place 
appointed for cremation, but that the bodies of such as have no relatives are 
cast half-burnt into the river. This is not proper, and the authorities 


should look to it. | 


382. The Sulabh Sumachadra enquires why several of the public roads 
in Calcutta are left unwatered. The roads in 
Méchhud Bazdr and College Square East are 
left completely unwatered and abound withdust. Is there no one to throw 
a drop of water on them ? 


33. An annonymous correspondent writing. to the Murshiddbdd 
Pratinidht from Bargradm, under date the 
15th Agrahayan, says that, with a good paddy 
crop, even better than the past year, the price of food-grains still continues dear, 
owing to the large purchases being made for Government, and the large ex- 
portations of both paddy and rice by local mahadjans. The rabbi crop is nota 
very good one. Our pleasant hopes have vanished, and unless exportation is 
stopped, the price of rice will not fall. The want of a bridge at the Bargrdm 
ght is greatly felt. Carters conveying grain across are greatly inconvenienced, 
as only five or six carts can get across in the course of a day. Thieves 
in the Kargrdm plain have caused great fear to travellers passing across it by 
day or night. They keep themselves concealed in a body in the adjoin- 
ing vec and then suddenly pounce upon and plunder unwary 
travellers. | 


Roads in Calcutta left unwatered. 


Accounts from Bargrdm. 
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Barpwan Savsivanl. 


$4. The Cuttack correspondent of the Zducatton Gazetle writes 
without date, that the weather has been very 
cloudy for some days past, and that rain has 
commenced falling again. No signs of the cold weather yet. Cholera hag 
commenced muking its appearance. Rice is still selling at Rs. 5 q 
maund. 

85. A correspondent writes without date to this paper, complaining 

Fever in Jandi, Baked, and neighbour- of the prevalence of epidemic fever in Jandi, 
ing places. 2 Baked, and the neighbouring villages, Scarcely 
a family is to be found, some member of which is not prostrated with it, 
Many of the people have fled to Calcutta. The already famishing poor are 
suffering severely from the ravages of the fever, and have no means to 
provide aremedy. ‘Therich, of whom there are enough 1n the principal 
village of Jandt, should establish a charitable dispensary here ; but they are 
not likely to do this. The Hooghly Collector should call a meeting of the 
rich zamindadrs and get them to subscribe for a charitable dispensary, as he 
did in the case of the opening up of the Kana Nadi. 

86. The country which our late worthy Magistrate, Mr. Harrison, des- 
cribed as a garden, 1s, says a correspondent, 
| being devastated by baboons. The tract re. 
ferred to lies between the Shzlat and Kansai streams. Fine and useful trees 
and gardens have been destroyed and laid waste ; the thatched roofs of the. 
poor are being pulled away, and ebove all, the mulberry trees kept for feeding 
silkworms are being destroyed. The number of baboons has so increased 
that they have become bold enough to enter the open market and plunder the 
vegetables exhibited for sale. The people are unable to do anything, and 
must ask the aid of Government. The Magistrate of Mzdnapore and the 
Deputy Magistrate of Ghafal should, at the expense of municipal funds, 
exterminate these baboons and restore tranquility to the country. 

87. The Chandernagore correspondent of the Som Prakdsha, writing 

i without date, says that the weather has not 

—— _ yet ( December) Senee cold. Fever is the 
consequence. A new disease has appeared; the feet suddenly begin to swell, 
fever intervenes for a day or two, and the patient dies, If this sickness 
prevails here for a couple of months longer, the place will become de- 
populated. Can the poor be expected to survive, when in their present state 
they are scarcely able to provide a meal? Then they must also buy 
medicines. 

38. The Sangbdd Purnachandrodaya complains of the dead bodies 

Municipal servants leaving dead Of cows, snakes, rats, monkeys, cats and dogs 
animals on the public roads. being left exposed by the servants of the 
Municipality near the National Theatre in Beadon Street. The offensive 
smell is injurious to the health of the residents. “Has the Chairman sanc- 
tioned such a proceeding, or is all this done behind his back? Would 
there be any objection to these accumulations being made in Chowringhee? 

39. The Bdrdwan Sanjivant draws the attention of the Municipality 
to the principal thoroughfare in TZeganj, 
the greater part of which sadly needs to be 
repaired. | 
40. A Jamdlpore correspondent of this paper, writes that the cold 
weather has now fully set in, and that fever has 
greatly abated. Although the price of food 
has fallen, beggars are on the increase. Excepting rice, all other articles 


remain steady. The present year’s cropis good, but exportations are more 
active, 


Accounts from Cuttack. 


Baboons in Midnapore. 


The main road in Tejganj. 


Accounts from Jamalpore. 
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41. A correspondent, who calls himself a clerk, writes to the Pratékdra 

Clorkships in Cébul. The ideas ofa eprecating the clamour of the vernacu- 
Bengali clerk. lar newspapers anent the unprofitableness of 
the Cdbul war. At all events it will be good for us Bengali Kerdnis 
(clerks), as no Englishman will trouble himself to cross oceans merely to 
earn Rs. 40 or 50 a month. Let those who wish take the higher places. 
The mouth waters and the head swims at the thought that we shall be able 
to enjoy the delicious fruits of Cdéul. Again, in Afghdntstdn there will be 
no one to call our talk China Bazar English ; for we shall be free to speak 
whatever we know of the English language, and we shall be held in esteem for 
our knowledge. ‘We shall be in the same category with the A/fghdns, and as 
both will be subject races, we shall not be taunted by them on this score, 
as we are here: there will arise a fellow-feeling between us and them, alike 
in poverty and prosperity. We shall be able to move among the Afghans 
who do not know English, and then, oh heavens! our pleasure will know 
no bounds. Imagine also the fine stories we shall have to relate, whether 
true or false, or both in measure, when we return to our homes during the 
holidays. We never dreamt that there was such pleasure and comfort in 
store for unfortunates like ourselves. Ali Masjzd has fallen: why do not 
the Afyhdns run away altogether instead of persisting in holding their 
ground and standing in the way of our happiness P 

42. The Samachara Sudhdbarshana, a tri-weekly Bengali paper published 
at the Sddhdrant Press, Calcutta, has during 
this week for the first time been sent to this 
office. The number received is marked 72 of the 25th volume. It contains 
nothing of importance. 

43. In announcing to its readers the death of the Princess Alice, the 

Sympnthy with the Queen on the S@hachara expresses its grief at the afflic- 
death of the Princess Alice. _ tion caused to the Queen by the death of a 
member of the Royal Family after so many years. Her Majesty had in a 
manner retired from worldly affairs after the death of Her Royal Consort. 
It has now pleased God again to afflict her. Let Her Majesty know that 
all India sympathizes with her in her sorrow. 

44. In announcing to its readers the death of the Princess Alice, the 
Sangbad Purnachandrodaya adds that all India 
with one heart and mind sympathizes with the 
Empress in this her great sorrow. Our prayer is that, the spirit of the 
deceased Princess may enjoy peace and happiness throughout eternity. 

45. The Behdr Bandhu notices the departure of two Calcutta 
Marwdris by the P and O Co’s steamer for 
China, with the view of opening a house of 
agency there. ‘True it is, remarks the writer, that the Marwdris are, asa 
race, men without education ; yet in mercantile transactions they can cut off 
the ears of the English (¢.e. surpass them). Will the people of Behkdr goon 
wasting their days in slavery and ploughing? 


The Shamachara Sudhdbarshana. 


The death of the Princess Alice. 


Marwédri enterprise. 


BENGALI TeaNsLator’s OFFICE, ROBERT ROBINSON, 
The 21st December 1878. Off9. Bengali Translator. 
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